
The FOSS Office space …
a cut out & keep guide

Michael Meeks
CEO Collabora Productivity
michael.meeks@collabora.com

“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and 

walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls…” - 
Jeremiah 6:16
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Overview ...
Measuring activity

● Commits – what are they

● Every contribution has value!

● Price’s law – what we would 
expect …

KOffice / Caligra / WebODF / 
Scribus / Krita

GIMP / Gnumeric / AbiWord / 
MagicPoint

Apache Open / Libre / Collabora 
Office

Others: ONLYOFFICE / EuroOffice / 
Grist / IronCalc
/ EtherPad / EtherCalc / 
SuperDoc / La Suite …

Conclusions
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Measuring by commits ...
Commit == “a unit of developer thought” ...
An imperfect measure – like head-count

● Russian Army → 1.32 million personnel
● Ukranian Army → 700-900k personnel

An imperfect measure – commit style / authoring
● Some people use private addresses

multiple E-mail accounts etc. Some are bots...
An easy measure

● No commit === no feature/function/fix, trends may be useful ?

Translations / help / documentation / etc. included or not ? …

Measuring bugs instead (eg.) … ? (duplicates, trailing user-base size etc.)
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Prices’ law … (wikipedia)
Science / Research → probably FLOSS too

● “If n represents the total number of authors in a scientific domain, 
then √n authors will be responsible for producing approximately 
50% of the total publications in that field.”

LibreOffice → a quick check last year’s core commits:

● ~300 committers → √300 ~= 18
● ~10,000 commits (to core) last year

● Top 6 → ~5,500 commits
● top 18 → ~7,500 commits 

● Significantly worse than Prices’ law … dirty data / duplication ?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Price%27s_law
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Who are those top 18 ?
Commit styles
& interests

● Michael W
● A11y etc.

● Andrea:
● Lots of good 

cleanups:
“fix typo”
→ ~280
commits.

● Noel
● Lots of code 

cleanups ...

Commits Account
2524  Michael Weghorn <m.weghorn@posteo.de>
795  Caolán McNamara <caolan.mcnamara@collabora.com>
756  Xisco Fauli <xiscofauli@libreoffice.org>
576  Mike Kaganski <mike.kaganski@collabora.com>
486  Andrea Gelmini <andrea.gelmini@gelma.net>
382  Noel Grandin <noel.grandin@collabora.co.uk>
335  Tomaž Vajngerl <tomaz.vajngerl@collabora.co.uk>
201  Khaled Hosny <khaled@aliftype.com>
193  Olivier Hallot <olivier.hallot@libreoffice.org>
178  Stephan Bergmann <stephan.bergmann@collabora.com>
177  Miklos Vajna <vmiklos@collabora.com>
163  Justin Luth <justin.luth@collabora.com>
147  Noel Grandin <noelgrandin@gmail.com>
140  Gabor Kelemen <gabor.kelemen@collabora.com>
136  Neil Roberts <nroberts@libreoffice.org>
135  Julien Nabet <serval2412@yahoo.fr>
134  Justin Luth <jluth@mail.com>
122  Heiko Tietze <tietze.heiko@gmail.com>
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Distribution of commits

Commit count last year
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KOffice / Calligra Suite
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Koffice commits by quarter ...
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KOffice lost most of its 
developers in a fork mid 2010

https://invent.kde.org/unmaintained/koffice.git

We can be confident
that with zero commits ...

https://invent.kde.org/unmaintained/koffice.git
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Koffice → Calligra (a fork?)
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Nokia exit ~2012

Intel + KO GmbH 
exit / touchscreen 
bits – Qt/KDE API 

churn
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Caligra Suite ...
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WebODF – in pixels ...
Embedded into ownCloud – the original ‘richdocuments’ ...
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WebODF – collaborative browser bits
Jos van den Oever + KO GmbH
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Scribus – FLOSS DTP ...
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Scribus – commits ...
Qt – desktop publishing ...
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Sodipodi forked to → Inkscape ...
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InkScape – commits ...
Beautiful SVG / vector-graphics editor
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Krita – Qt pixel editing
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Krita – an app-store success story
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Nokia exit ~2012
Krita Stiftig setup
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GNOME Office bits ...
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GIMP – GNU Image ManiPulation
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GIMP – Image manipulation 
Steady ongoing work since 1997 ...
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Gnumeric – an awesome spreadsheet
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Gnumeric: an awesome spreadsheet
Morten Welinder & Anders Jonsson keep it going + translators:

19
98

 Q
3

19
99

 Q
2

20
00

 Q
1

20
00

 Q
4

20
01

 Q
3

20
02

 Q
2

20
03

 Q
1

20
03

 Q
4

20
04

 Q
3

20
05

 Q
2

20
06

 Q
1

20
06

 Q
4

20
07

 Q
3

20
08

 Q
2

20
09

 Q
1

20
09

 Q
4

20
10

 Q
3

20
11

 Q
2

20
12

 Q
1

20
12

 Q
4

20
13

 Q
3

20
14

 Q
2

20
15

 Q
1

20
15

 Q
4

20
16

 Q
3

20
17

 Q
2

20
18

 Q
1

20
18

 Q
4

20
19

 Q
3

20
20

 Q
2

20
21

 Q
1

20
21

 Q
4

20
22

 Q
3

20
23

 Q
2

20
24

 Q
1

20
24

 Q
4

20
25

 Q
3

20
26

 Q
2

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

Commits per quarter: gnumeric

Quarter

C
om

m
its

Ximian Desktop #2, 
OpenOffice, June 2003
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Abiword – P2P collaborative text docs
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AbiWord ...
AbiCollab – Operation Transforms / ChangeRecords ...
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Ximian Desktop #2, 
OpenOffice, June 2003

Nokia exit ~2012

https://web.archive.org/web/20060207065538/https://www.gnomejournal.org/article/31/gocollab----peer-to-peer-document-collaboration
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MagicPoint – just kill the features !
My 2001-03-07

“Future of GNOME”

MagicPoint:
● Mark-down nothing …
● Python-style tab

indenting for bullets.
Abandoned when we got
charts, and objects & …

No git repo for stats ...
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Open / Libre / Collabora Office
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Apache OpenOffice
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Apache OpenOffice
~10 committers continue to work

● <400 commits in the last year vs. ~10k for LibreOffice
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LibreOffice – quite familiar here
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LibreOffice:
Just the ‘core’ module ...
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A comparison ? ...
LibreOffice core commits (~35% come from Collabora anyway ... )
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Collabora Office
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Other Office bits ...
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OnlyOffice – with love from Russia
Open-Source washing? – a somewhat ‘cute’ license ...
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OnlyOffice – with love from Russia
Open-Source washing? – a somewhat ‘cute’ license ...
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Euro-Office – based on OnlyOffice
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EuroOffice: Nextcloud + some
“The “Euro-Office” initiative constitutes … a breach of the applicable license.”
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(ONLYOFFICE github README.md)

https://github.com/ONLYOFFICE/.github/blob/dd7032b4f1a6ebfaa3e1c44e076af752137fd119/profile/README.md
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Grist – a spreadsheet/database
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Grist – a ‘table’ thing … 
VC funded “relational spreadsheet-database” between Excel & Access
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IronCalc – RUST + WASM spreadsheet
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IronCalc: Rust + WASM spreadsheet
Funded by an NGI / NlNet grant currently ...
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Etherpad pictures
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Etherpad – Operational Transforms
Simple text collaborative editing & history / timeline 

2011 Q
1

2011 Q
3

2012 Q
1

2012 Q
3

2013 Q
1

2013 Q
3

2014 Q
1

2014 Q
3

2015 Q
1

2015 Q
3

2016 Q
1

2016 Q
3

2017 Q
1

2017 Q
3

2018 Q
1

2018 Q
3

2019 Q
1

2019 Q
3

2020 Q
1

2020 Q
3

2021 Q
1

2021 Q
3

2022 Q
1

2022 Q
3

2023 Q
1

2023 Q
3

2024 Q
1

2024 Q
3

2025 Q
1

2025 Q
3

2026 Q
1

2026 Q
3

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Commits per quarter: etherpad

Quarter

Co
m

m
its



45/54

SuperDoc – AGPL / web collaborative
VC funded Javascript + CRDT magic : DOCX editor & AI APIs



46/54

SuperDoc - commits
Docx-editor pieces ...
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La Suite Docs … DINUM/ French Gov’t
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La Suite – Docs …
Wiki level live, collaborative editor, a prettier etherpad
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Ethercalc
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Ethercalc
Audrey Tang’s pet project: mostly one developer
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Conclusions …

with apologies for missing your favourite
new, re-written office suite ...
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Commit are only a rough guide:
More caveats

● cf. the top … >0 projects
● Missing dependencies:

● eg. mdds, orcus 
● A random selection of 

tools – missing yours
● Some projects are more 

mature and need less 
work …

● Missing LaTeX family
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Intersection of community & business
Collabora’s mascot:

● Emphasis on hard work & contribution:
The Open Road to Freedom – a comic ...

https://www.collaboraonline.com/torf

https://www.collaboraonline.com/torf
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Conclusions & Questions
Sustaining FLOSS is hard

● amazing developers out there
● outstanding software projects 
● getting it funded is by far the

the hardest task – hug your
local FLOSS customer

Caveats → my numbers are rough
● Lots of data-cleaning skipped …

Thank you to all who help fund &
sustain FLOSS ...

Oh, that my words were recorded, that they 
were written on a scroll, that they were 
inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or 
engraved in rock for ever! I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth. And though this body 
has been destroyed yet in my flesh I will see 
God, I myself will see him, with my own eyes - 
I and not another. How my heart yearns within 
me. - Job 19: 23-27
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